FROM : James MacEachern 


FAX NO. : 905 935 5436 


Mar. 31 2005 10:50PM 


Claim 12 was not specifically mentioned, as being rejected- 
Claim 12 is believed to define allowable subject matter. 

With regard to the rejection of claims 1 , 2, 4, 5 ? 6 and 8 under 35 USC 102 b, it is 
believed that this warrants reconsideration. 
Applicant provides a wrap around guard for eg. legs on a bed. 
For this purpose, the pad is made so that it can wrap completely around an 
obstruction. The two ends of the pad can be overlapped and fastened together. 
The overlapping flap is located on the inside surfaces of the pad. 
Thus when the pad is secured it presents a 360 deg protection, with the fastening 
10 flaps being concealed within the pad. 

This feature is not shown in the art of record. 
Under 35 USC 102 b. 
STALNAKER 078 is cited. 

078 shows a pad for an edge or corner. It is bonded to the furniture, by adhesive 
and velcro. 

It does not wrap completely around an obstruction , and attach to itself. 
Figs 3 and 4 of 078, show an envelope of padding. It is folded around a core of 
bendable wire. The ends can be sewn of can be removably attached , for 
laundering. This enables the pad to be bent to the shape of an edge or a corner of 
20 an object. This is described in Col 4 lines 60 to 67 and Col 5 lines 9 to 25. 

It does not enable the pad to wrap completely around the obstruction to be padded 
Fig 3 shows the shaping of the pad so as to fit on a right angle corner. 
The pad is shown in section in Fig 3. 
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There is no showing of making the pad "in any desired shape". 
The pad can simply be bent to cover a right angle corder on a piece of furniture. 
Fig 4 and text state that several pads can be connected together to cover an 
extended edge or corner. The Velcro pieces 24 are there for that purpose only, ie 
to connect one pad with the next. 

Col 5 line 50 to 58 describes the way in which the pad is secured to a comer, Velcro 
pieces 38 are stuck on the furniture (Fig 2) . The pad is then secured to the velcro 
pieces 34 on the pieces 38 . 

If this were not done the pad would not stay in place. It would simply fall off. 
10 Nothing is said or shown about "wrapping around and fastening to itself. 

However without prejudice Applicant has amended Claims 1 to 12 as shown in the 
attached "Listing of Claims Amended". 

The claims now claim a flap on one end which is located in the inside surface of the 
pad. The flap thus overlaps the inside of the other end of the pad. The exterior 
of the pad, where it meets at each end, conceals the flap. This will provide a 
complete all round coverage. If the pad is twisted around or rotated it will still 
provide effective protection. 

Dependent claim are revised or cancelled as required, so as to read onto Claim 1 . 
Claims 13 and 14 are unchanged. 
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Reconsideration and allowance is earnestly solicited in view of the foregoing, in the 
event that the Examiner feels that a discussion of the case would be helpful it is 
respectfully requested that he call the undersigned at the telephone number noted 
below. 


Yours/respectfully, 
James 1/ Mac Eac hern 



10 James L MacEachern 

25 Lmfield Drive, Unit 28 
St Catherines, ON L2N 5T7 
Ph/Fax: 1 905 935 5436 


PAGE 4/12 s RCVD AT 3/31/2005 10:30:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] s SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1i3 f DNIS:8729306 f CS!D:90S 935 5436 1 DURATION (mnws):05-22 


